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Carbon Neutral Seattle Neighborhoods

In 2010, the Seattle City Council established carbon neutrality as one of its sixteen Council priorities. Transition Seattle and SCALLOPS (Sustainable Communities ALL Over Puget Sound) agreed to help other neighborhood groups around the city who are interested in and working toward the City's goal to "adopt a carbon neutral goal for Seattle with specific milestones and implementation steps, along with a plan for adaptation to the effects of climate change." There are parallel groups working on defining carbon neutral actions the City could take in the next few years: neighborhoods, green jobs, youth & families, local food, land use, energy, transportation, and zero waste. On Tuesday, September 14th, these carbon neutral groups will present their recommendations to the Seattle City Council.

How to get involved:

· Attend weekly meetings of people gathering from all over the city on Tuesdays, 2-4 p.m. at City Hall (600 4th Ave Room L2-80) on July 27, August 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 and Sept 7. Before you come to a meeting, please review material at www.seattleneighbors.org so you can join right in!

· Take a survey of what your group is doing or planning to do to address carbon neutrality (available in six languages: Chinese, Spanish, English, Tagalog, Vietnamese, and Somali – there is even a version for kids!). www.surveymonkey.com/s/N3WX27X
· Send your ideas and resources, review documents and provide feedback on our listserve http://seattleneighbors.org, or send mail directly to seattleneighbors@gmail.com 
What is a ‘Carbon Neutral Neighborhood?’ Well, that is exactly what we're trying to figure out by asking people like you! Right now our working definition is: Carbon neutral neighborhoods use clean energy while building resilient local communities. While we know Seattle might be able to purchase "carbon offsets" to become more carbon neutral, we know in the future we'll need to use less fossil fuels and emit fewer greenhouse gases.  We also know we need to do more to make sure we support local neighborhoods as they continue to grow ever more healthy, happy, strong, and secure. If we act as individuals, it’ll be too little. If we wait for governments to act, it’ll be too little, too late. But if we act as communities, it might be just enough, just in time.

There are so many different kinds of groups in Seattle working to build a sustainable city – community councils, business chambers, cultural heritage groups, religious and educational communities, garden clubs, neighborhood arts groups, sustainable community groups – we’re dedicated to finding out who we all are and how we can all work together. You are welcome to join our group at any time!

If you want to join our meetings and learn more about what we are doing, please take our short survey www.surveymonkey.com/s/N3WX27X and join our group http://seattleneighbors.org. Our website has meeting summaries and materials you can read first so that you can join right into weekly and on-line discussions!

Contacts:
Cathy Tuttle, Sustainable Wallingford/Transition Seattle, (206) 547-9569 cathy.tuttle@gmail.com
Gene Homicki, Sustainable West Seattle, (845) 353-3511, gwh@spiders.com
Jenny Heins, Sustainable Ballard, jenny@sustainableballard.org
